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  Country: Spain 

1 Introduction 

 
Spanish Legal Structure 
 
The Law of Spain is the legislation in force in the Kingdom of Spain, which is understood to mean Spanish 
territory, Spanish waters, consulates and embassies, and ships flying the Spanish flag in international 
waters. It is also applicable to the Spanish armed forces worldwide. Spanish law stems from the Spanish 
people through democratically elected institutions. Equally, part of the legislation comes from the 
supranational institutions of the European Union, which also enjoy democratic legitimacy. The legislative 
hierarchy follows these general guidelines: 
 
European Union 
 

 Directives 
 Regulations 
 Decisions 

 
Spanish (State) Government 
 

 Spanish Constitution 
 Laws 
 Royal Decrees 
 (Ministerial) Orders 

 
Regional Autonomous Governments 
 

 Statue of Autonomy 
 Laws  
 Decrees 
 Orders 

 
Local (i.e. Municipal) Governments (no legislative ability, only regulatory authority) 
 

 Municipal Bylaws 
 

1.1 Institutions and links 

Institution Link 

Ministerio de Empleo y Seguridad Social / Ministry 
of Employment & Social Insurance 

http://www.empleo.gob.es  

Inspección de Trabajo y de la Seguridad Social / 
Work and Social Insurance Inspectorate 

http://www.empleo.gob.es/itss/web/index.html  

Ministerio de Industria, Energía y Turismo / 
Ministry of Industry, Energy & Tourism 

http://www.minetur.gob.es  

Ministerio de Sanidad, Servicios Sociales e 
Igualdad / Ministry of Health, Social Services and 
Equal Oportunities 

http://www.msssi.gob.es  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
http://www.empleo.gob.es/
http://www.empleo.gob.es/itss/web/index.html
http://www.minetur.gob.es/
http://www.msssi.gob.es/
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Institution Link 

Instituto Nacional de Seguridad e Higiene en el 
Trabajo / National Institute of Occupational Safety 
and Health 

http://www.insht.es  

Agencia Estatal Boletín Oficial del Estado / 
Official State Gazette 

https://www.boe.es  

Observatorio Estatal de Accidentes de Trabajo / 
State Office for Occupational Accidents 

http://www.oect.es  

 

1.2 Health & Safety Law references 

 
These are the main pieces of Health & Safety Law: 
 

Full name Abbreviation Content 

LEY 31/1995, de 8 de noviembre, 
de Prevención de Riesgos 
Laborales. 

NA Law 31/1995 on Occupational Risk 
Prevention. 

REAL DECRETO 39/1997, de 17 
de enero, por el que se aprueba el 
Reglamento de los Servicios de 
Prevención. 

NA Royal Decree 39/1997 which 
approves Occupational Risk 
Prevention Services’ Regulations. 

REAL DECRETO LEGISLATIVO 
1/1995, de 24 de marzo, por el 
que se aprueba el Texto 
Refundido de la Ley del Estatuto 
de los Trabajadores 

NA Royal Decree 1/1995 which approves 
Worker Statutory Law. 

REAL DECRETO LEGISLATIVO 
5/2000, de 4 de agosto, por el que 
se aprueba el Texto Refundido de 
la Ley sobre Infracciones y 
Sanciones en el Orden Social. 

NA Royal Decree 5/2000 which approves 
the Law on Social Offenses and 
Penalties. 

REAL DECRETO 171/2004, de 30 
de enero, por el que se desarrolla 
el artículo 24 de la Ley 31/1995, 
de 8 de noviembre, de Prevención 
de Riesgos Laborales, en materia 
de coordinación de actividades 
empresariales. 

NA Royal Decree 171/2004 Coordination 
of Business Activities. 

REAL DECRETO 1215/1997, de 
18 de julio por el que se 
establecen las disposiciones 
mínimas de seguridad y salud 
para la utilización por los 
trabajadores de los equipos de 
trabajo.  

NA Royal Decree 1215/1997 which 
establishes minimum health and 
safety requirements on the use of 
work equipment. 

http://www.insht.es/
https://www.boe.es/
http://www.oect.es/
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=771be9369a3d3110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=771be9369a3d3110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=771be9369a3d3110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=1b3c62390bcc5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=1b3c62390bcc5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=1b3c62390bcc5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=1b3c62390bcc5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.boe.es/diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-1995-7730
http://www.boe.es/diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-1995-7730
http://www.boe.es/diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-1995-7730
http://www.boe.es/diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-1995-7730
http://www.boe.es/diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-1995-7730
http://www.boe.es/g/es/bases_datos/doc.php?id=BOE-A-2000-15060
http://www.boe.es/g/es/bases_datos/doc.php?id=BOE-A-2000-15060
http://www.boe.es/g/es/bases_datos/doc.php?id=BOE-A-2000-15060
http://www.boe.es/g/es/bases_datos/doc.php?id=BOE-A-2000-15060
http://www.boe.es/g/es/bases_datos/doc.php?id=BOE-A-2000-15060
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=e38cf505e8da5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=e38cf505e8da5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=e38cf505e8da5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=e38cf505e8da5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=e38cf505e8da5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=e38cf505e8da5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=e38cf505e8da5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=5f644344952d5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=5f644344952d5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=5f644344952d5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=5f644344952d5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=5f644344952d5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=5f644344952d5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=5f644344952d5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=ff3cc6b33a9f1110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD
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Full name Abbreviation Content 

REAL DECRETO 485/1997 de 14 
de abril sobre disposiciones 
mínimas en materia de 
señalización de seguridad y salud 
en el trabajo. 

NA Royal Decree 485/1997 on minimum 
requirements of health and safety 
signage in the workplace. 

 

http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=c81a17815b2d5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=1d19bf04b6a03110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&tab=tabConsultaCompleta
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=c81a17815b2d5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=1d19bf04b6a03110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&tab=tabConsultaCompleta
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=c81a17815b2d5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=1d19bf04b6a03110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&tab=tabConsultaCompleta
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=c81a17815b2d5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=1d19bf04b6a03110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&tab=tabConsultaCompleta
http://www.insht.es/portal/site/Insht/menuitem.1f1a3bc79ab34c578c2e8884060961ca/?vgnextoid=c81a17815b2d5110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&vgnextchannel=1d19bf04b6a03110VgnVCM100000dc0ca8c0RCRD&tab=tabConsultaCompleta

